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SANITARY LEGISLATION. 



STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO 
PUBLIC HEALTH. 



DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Alley Dwellings — Construction, Repair, and Use. (Act Sept. 25, 1914.) 

That from and after the passage of this act it shall be unlawful in the 
District of Columbia to erect, place, or construct any dwelling on any lot or 
parcel of ground fronting on an alley where such alley is less than 30 feet 
wide throughout its entire length and which does not run straight to and 
open on two of the streets bordering the square, and is not supplied with sewer, 
water mains, and gas or electric light ; and in this act the term " alley " shall 
include any and all courts, passages, and thoroughfares, whether public or 
private, and any ground intended for or used as a highway other than the 
public streets or avenues; and any dwelling house now fronting an alley less 
than 30 feet wide and not extending straight to the streets and provided with 
sewer, water main, and light, as aforesaid, which has depreciated or been dam- 
aged more than one-half its original value, shall not be repaired or recon- 
structed as a dwelling or for use as such, and no permit shall be issued for 
the alteration, repair, or reconstruction of such a building, when the plans 
indicate any provision for dwelling purposes: Provided, That rooms for 
grooms or stablemen to be employed in the building to be erected, repaired, 
or reconstructed may be allowed over stables, when the means of exit and 
safeguards against fire are sufficient, in the opinion of the inspector of build- 
ings, subject to the approval of the Commissioners of the District of Co- 
lumbia; and no building now or hereafter erected fronting on an alley or 
on any parcel of ground fronting on an alley less than 30 feet wide and not 
otherwise in accordance with this act shall be altered or converted to the uses 
of a dwelling. Any such alley house depreciated or damaged more than one- 
half of its original value shall be condemned as provided by law for the re- 
moval of dangerous or unsafe buildings and parts thereof, and for other pur- 
poses. No dwelling house hereafter erected or placed along any alley and 
fronting or facing thereon shall in any case be located less than 20 feet back 
clear of the center line of such alley, so as to give at least a 30-foot roadway 
and 5 feet on each side of such roadway clear for a walk or footway, and any 
stable or other building hereafter placed, located, altered, or erected on or 
along such an alley upon which a dwelling faces or fronts shall be set back 
clear of the walk or footway the same as the dwelling or dwellings, but the 
fact that dwellings are located in such alleys shall not affect the location of 
stables or other buildings otherwise. 
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The use or occupation of any building or other structure erected or placed 
on or along any such alley as a dwelling or residence or place of abode by any 
person or persons is hereby declared injurious to life, to public health, morals, 
safety, and welfare of said District; and such use or occupation of any such 
building or other structure on, from, and after the 1st day of July, 1918, shall 
be unlawful. 

Sec. 2. That any person or persons, whether as principal, agent, or employee, 
violating any of the provisions of this act or any amendment thereof for the 
violation of which no other penalty is prescribed, shall, on conviction thereof 
in the po-lice court, be punished by a fine of not less than $10 nor more than $100 
for each such violation, and a like fine for each day during which such violation 
has continued or may continue, to be recovered as other fines and penalties are 
recovered. 

Sec. 3. That the act of Congress approved July 22, 1392, entitled "An act 
regulating the construction of buildings along alleyways in the District of 
Columbia," and all laws or parts of laws inconsistent with the provisions hereof, 
are hereby repealed. 

GEORGIA. 

State Board of Health— Organization. (Act 471, Aug. 17, 1914.) 

Section 1. That the State board of health shall consist of 15 members, 3 of 
whom, the secretary of the State board of health, the State superintendent of 
schools, and the State veterinarian, shall be members by virtue of their offices, 
and 12 who shall be appointed by the governor, 1 from each congressional dis- 
trict, and a majority of whom shall be physicians : Provided, hoicever, That the 
present members of the State board of health shall serve as members of the 
State board of health under the provisions of this act until the termination of 
their present terms of office. 

County Boards of Health — .Organization, Powers, and Duties — Compensation 
of Members. (Act 471, Aug. 17, 1914.) 

Sec. 2. That a comity board of health for each county in the State be, and 
the same is hereby, created, composed of three persons, two of whom shall be 
members of such board by virtue of their offices, to wit, the county superin- 
tendent of schools and the chairman of the board of roads and revenues of the 
county, or in counties having no such board the ordinary of said county, and 
one reputable physician elected by the grand jury of the county at the session 
of the superior eourt for said county nest preceding the regular January ses- 
sion of the county board of health of said county or at any succeeding session 
of said court. The physician so elected shall hold office for a term of four years 
and until his successor is elected and qualified. All vacancies shall likewise be 
filled by elections by the grand jury, and the person so elected shall hold office for 
the remainder of the term and until his successor is elected and qualified. Said 
county board of health shall have supervision over all matters relating to health! 
and sanitation in their respective counties, with authority to declare and enforce 
quarantine therein subject to the provisions of this act, and all the powers and 
authority now vested in the county authorities by chapter 7 governing sanitary 
regulations by county authorities embraced in sections 1070 to 1676, inclusive, of 
the code of 1910, are hereby conferred upon and vested in the county boards of 
healtn created and established under provisions of this act. Said county boards 
of health shall hold their regular sessions on the first Thursdays of January, 



